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Batanic Verses

DEMOCRACY AND REL.!GIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM

M awogkumcm Khadye
B A III

Hundreds of books are written and

published all over the world today. '

But majority of them are not even
noticed by the fastidious readers and -~
the society is explicitly ingnorant of .
them. ‘Satanic Verses’ is such a novel-

written by Salmon Rushdie. But it'has =

taken the world to storms. So the .
question arises in the mind of a
thinking man—What does the book
contains ? As repbrted by the
we]l«-known m&gazme -Mirror ’

its issue of March 1989~ « Ttis a
satire on the life and times of
mockprophet which is writfen in the
form of an allegory. It bluntly '
speaks out about the loss and '
retrieval of the soul. ’I‘here are two
protagonists in this novel who
undertake a journey of the soul. The
hero-Gibreel Farishta stands on

the edge of time and peeps into the
remote past. Here, Mahound and his
experiences in the doomed city of
Jahillia are presented in the form of.
a trance dance. So Farishta’s dream
sequence is described. Then, Billy
Baltuta is a film producer who offers -
to make a filim on Farishtals
adventure in the City of Jahiltia. -
Besides Farisht there is another
protogonist~Saladin chamcha. Both

TEUFH L_L-LR

of them are fallen from the skies. But,
théir journey symbolises the search” .

for selfidentity. Rushdie-ironically
presents the Chamcha who is 2
good-hearted fellow but reborn in . -

a diabolic form; whereas, the haloed
Farishta is associated with evil in the-
novel. Finally, Farishta dies a cowardly -

"death which he deserves. Bat Chamecha:

proves to be the victim of modern
times, Beeause those who stand and
wait lose everything” We get all this
account merely from the press.

The narrative seems to be very simple.
and straightforward. But, it has played
havoe with the religious sentiments of
the Muslims, and a tide of unrest.
dashed against the borders of almost all
the countries of the world. India was.
the first country to ban the book. Then.
the Arabian.and Gulf dountries expelled
it out The fiery demonstrations were
staged in different nations, And, to top
it all, the Iranian relegious lsader
Ayatollah Khomem 1<sucd an edict of
« summary execation. '

Therefore, a thinking man may ask a
question.— what is the reason 7 of
course, the instant answer can be

EXS



given the religious sentiments of the
Muslims are hurt. So, the Tranian

religious leader issued an edict to klll _

the auther who is the British citizen.
But, this has created the different
problems. 59, let us analyse them.

Salmon Rushdie is the British citizen.
As Britain is a democratic country, her
citizen can utilize his freedom of

expression. Not:only that but the world- -

community has also adopted the .~
Universal Dedaration of Human Rights
in 1948. Its-article 19(2) provides~

¢ Everyone shall have the right to - . . -

freedom of expression:-and the freedom
to impart information and ideas of all
kinds: ” Naturally, when Khomeni
igsued the edict, Britain asserted its
stand on the protection of its citizen’s
life and his right to expression. This’
was followed by Iran's warning to revise
Britain’s stand, otherwise a threat to
break the-diplomatic relations with the
latter: Meanwhile, most of the European
and other countries condemned
Khomeni’s edict. Bat, the Iranians.
stood unmoved by the world’s plea.
Consequently, Salmon Rushdie was
forced to seek asylum-at an umdentlilcd
place

But, does the matter end at his hiding ?
Of course, the answer is negative. For
we are a civilized species. We have
determined and imposed upon us
certain civilized ideas and notions~
should we put an end to one’s life to
speak against our religious faith ?

B

Shouldn’t we allow to excersise one

freedom of expression? -or shouldn’t we. -
_probe into our religious faith even?
" Because we have made the scientific

progress,

But all these questions can be asked
only to those who are civilized, and

not to the Fandamentalists who have
closed the doors of their conscience.
However, one shouldn’c blame one
perticular community, For, the
fandamentalisism is accelarating all
over the world at a high speed. -
Naturalty, some’ results have generated
out of it. They arc- - =

When the question of the freed ym

of expression arises, the nations like
U. 8. A, Britain, West Germany and
France make revolt against it. But,

at the same. time, Russza and the

East Eumpcan communist countmes
don’t utter a smo‘le word. Bucausc

it has been very customnry in those
contries to oppress the book and
the author very easily. Rather they
have a tradition of bans on the baoks
on political _issues.

On the other hand, Edward said~

the palestine author has written an
article in London’s Sunday Observer
regarding the Verses—issue, He has-
congratulated the stand of the western
countries on theissue. But he has
demanded. thd same treatment

and stand by them on the question
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of the Palestine—authors who have
been 1mprzsoned by Israel for the
books.

This brings us to another conclusion,
that when a book and the thoughts it
contains become a part of politics; it
fails to mvrte its ObJCCtIVf: evaluation.
Agam it is noteworthy, in this context '
that Salmon Rushdie had: written the
essay—‘Outside the Whale' in 1981, He
had specifically writen that it is
impossible for the author to care for the
framework when he tf"eachs away from
history and politics. He further added
that it will be the dreadful decep tion
of history if we leave the work of ..

deleneating the picture of the world up
to the politicians,

Because t'he'y are politicising every issue
and exploiting every enterprise of
cither the honest or the dishonest
workers for the political gains; it is -
ironical that on the one hand, we are
materlal}y getting on with
compauterisation, but, on the other hand,
becoming intellectually backward or
medieval. In addition to that, the blind
faith in religion is growing faster. The
tolerance is deteriorating day by day.
Therefore, the Muslims in India have
responded to the Verse—-issue .so
indignantly eventhough India is the tirsc
country to ban the book. Similarly, it
is very cowardly of the radicals who
have kept their lips tight on this issue.
Here, we must recall the stand taken

THIA §RLL—L8

by the Indian radical- thinkers in the

. < Riddles issue and the RO{)p Kanwar..

issue. ' Bot the same people are silent
over the verse. Of course, the reason is
that they don’t want to impose the
discontent of the community which will
disturb their political prospects.

On thie global level, it i a tactical

policy of the West to flatter and: - -
honour those -Asian—writers who-
criticise their native-countries. This. -
is not to say that there-should be

any compromise on the concept of
frcedom of expression. -

In 'conclusion,' it seems that the
period of the vivid evaluation of
the writer and his work might have
ended now. But, there can be a

solution to this—Those writers who

are political must be judged by the
political norms. And, those who -

write literarily, the literary norms should
be usad to evaluate them. Otherwise,.
every citizen of the coming generation
will be afraid- of uttering his
opinion or the truth.'And, that may -.
prove to be the grave mistake for the
mankind, Let us pledge not to be

the participants of such a blunder,

* & &
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satyaji .Rafgr;.me Recp ent of * Legion of Honour>

Miss: Sanq?m K oy«md’e
F.Y. B. A

On the pretext of ¢ The Festival of
| France,’ Presidet Frrocois Mittrera
_conferred ‘I he Legion of Honour '«
the greatest French Award which. was. -
started by Napoleon Bonaparte,.on the
illustrious son of India~ Satyajit Ray.

Heis the second recipient.of the Award '

outside the Europe and, the fiest

recipient on whom the French president-

conferred the Award in his motherland.
This event speaks and sounds a lot on
citferent levels,

He is acredited to be the Father of
Art~Films in India. If we throw a -
glimpse on the Indian films, we either .
find that they were based on the
Indian mythology at the beginning or
on the unrealistic-and /dreamy

subjects or on the subject of love.
Satyajit Ray is the premier director
who is committed to present the
realistic picture of India Conscquently,
his films reflect the socio—economic,:
political and cultural view of Indian
life which underlies mainly, injustice.

His first Film — ¢ Pather Panchali 7
is the first Indian film to obtain
acclamation by the greatest directors
and critics of the world. But, what
was the comment passed upon its

ELA

subject by our so-called actress— 3
renowned Member of Parliament.—
Mrs. Nargis Dutte ¢ The E' ﬂm exhxbxts
the poverty of Indta '

In spite of that unworthy comoment
Satyayt Ray is one of the outstandmg :
producer - directors in India. He has .
crea'ed his own world of filns. He has
won many honours all over the world
as one of the great’ artxsts in the ficld
of cinema. He has given the touching
and aesthetic charm to the Indian
films. Every film by him has its

story which is not of ordmary stindard
but has an extraordmary elegance

and excellence. e. g. His lirst film

¢ Pather Panchali,” Every character

in the story has its own halo. So,”

they leave a constant and strong
impact upon the minds of the
spectators €. g, * Abhijan ' and

‘ Shataranj ke Khiladi. ’ These are .
films in Hindi by him, and he has
produced a number of films i in
Bengali. They are worth seeing not
only for their impressive image but

the expression of their themes is also
remarkable. And each character finds
its own place in cur heart, Sa, we can
say, in a nutshell, that his storics
reveal somewhat critical poetic
realism,
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His films directly grasp our eyes and
minds, because the director himself
explores the things or facts in person,
So, his film becomes vivid and life~
like.

We can point out to his next film-
¢ Devee ’ wherein-the outstanding

actress=Sharmila’ Tagore has played a
. magmflscent rolé: : -

Satyajit Ray’s films have a social-
element in them. He has thrown light.
through his charactors on the customs-
and ibeliefs of the society and has shown
how deep-rooted they are. He has
praduced films based on Rabindranath
"Tagore's novels in. which he has thrown
a flash-light on the conflict between the
members of the family. The spe: tators
feel for.a moment that the story takes
place not in a remote place bur in

their own. home.

The spectatyrs and critics find reality
in his films. During the last 15 years
Mr. Ray has brought forth a bouquette

of artistic films adorned wnh supreme
scenery in nature.

Mr. Ray~Sahib is the pioneer in:
the progress of modern film—making.
He presents the element of social:
realism in his fifms. This element
has stepped ahead of old traditions
in his Olm ¢ Hamrahi * Similarly, .
Ray is the ptoneer of the New

THITA §LE-€R

Theatre: Mowment also.

Again, we can say undoubtediy
that Mr. Ray has never lost sight
of the spirit of patriotism while
producing and directing his films.

He has got many ‘ Awards” such as

< The Devid Selzwk ward ‘which .
was conferred upon him. It is the best
one ever-achieved for the f xIm = _

¢ Patlier’ Panchdlz for thc 1f*ment

of humanitarianism ‘which 11:

displays.

At present, Mr. Ray has undertaken . o
the production of ¢ Ganashatru S

—a film based on Ihsen’s play—

¢ An Enemy of the People, " especially,
after his recovery from the
heart-diseass. OF course, it is needless -
to say that his mnumerable fans

might be awaiting his new film, But;
let. us hope that he could preserve the -
stronger health and the healthier
thoughts and attempt for the art-films,

I‘mally, 161 us not miss a:chance to pay
an honourable tribute to him as the .
recipient of “The Legion of the Honour”’

ok kok
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fang Eyre : & Study
F Y.B.A
Jane Eyre is the heroine of the

autobiographical novel by Charlotte
Bronte in more than one sense. It

presents t'he love story of Jane Eyr'c.,,. o

This love story is presented frankly
and truthfully

The story of the novel—

Jane Eyre is the heroine of the novel, .
She is a penniless orphan. She is left to
the care of Mr. Reed. Mrs, Reed gives
a cruel and unsympathetic treatment

to Jane. So Jane decides to run away
from Mrs. Reed. She leaves Mrs. Reed’s
house and joins a charitable institution.
Its name is Lowood-Asylum, but her
life becomes miserab) s there, also. She
becomes a teacher ‘T hen, she goes out
as a governess at Thornfield Hall to a
little girl. The girl is a natural daughter
of Mr. Rochester. He is a cruel and
angry person. He is attracted towords
Jane Eyre because of her wit and
courage. He falls in love with her.
Their marriage is settled, It is to be
taken place within 2 day or two.
Meanwhile, Jane Eyre comes to know
that Mr. Rochester is a married

man. His wife is a lunatic. She lives

in seclusion at Thornfield Hall.

Jane becomes disturbed by this reality.
She escapes from Thornficld Hall

Yo

instead of marrying Rochester. She
starts living on the meors. She takes. - -
shelter at the house of Rev. St, .

John Rivers. Mr. Rivers persnades
Jane to marry Rochester. Similarly,

- Jane can’t avoid Rotchester's

attraction. She decides to marry him.
‘Then she will go to India with him.
Therefore, she retarns to Thorafield’
Hall. However, she learns that the
place has been burnt down, She is told
that the mad wife of Rochester had
set it on fire. Mr, Rochester tried to
save his wife from the flames. But

he himself was linded and matmed.
Thus, the destiny azain. gives a '
dodge to her. She becomes dejected,
but, contrastingly, Jane takes a
decision. She becomes his wife and
restores his happiness.

Charlotte Bronte has described the
feeling of love in varions forms, so

the different characters show the
different ideas about love. For
example, Jane Eyre has a different -
idea about love. According to her, love
is the most precious thing in the world.
But she thinks that the religion and
morality must be given the first
impottance. And, then, the importance
must be given to [ave, Similariy, Helen
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-Burns’ bcheves that the love of God is together, as Jane is the visible link. ’
important, because it comes before the So, let us try to find out the visible
love of human beings.- Slmﬂarly, love is and invisible links in the novel,

kind and aﬁ‘ectxonate -
. . Jane asa child

St. John Rivers has a different 1dea She learns from the servants that her
about love. Therefore, he expressess his father was a poor clergymarn. He had
love for Rosamond because he is not' married Mms Reed. But both of them.
passmnate, s0; he- ‘does not- understand died of .'E;phus So, jane was given in
Jane's passionate nature, X the hands of Mrs. Reed. Then, when

Jane goes to Low- wood Asylum, Besszc
He!e“ Burn's influence on Jane- informs Jane “about Mr. John Eyre. She

tells that Mr. John Eyre had visited:
Helen tells jane about the doctrine from seven years ago at Mirs. Reed’s house.
The Bible—*The Bible bids us to- return-

He was looking for Jane Eyre.

good for evil.”’ But Mrs. Reed told him a lie.
But, Jane thinks, that we should strike Because he did not.stema.

back very hard- Therefore, Helen says ‘gentleman’ to her; ‘she thought that e
that savage tribes use that doctrine. But o

. was a tradesman.
the Christians and the civilized nations o
or people do not use it. She tells Jane to Jane and Mr. Rochester
follow the command of Christ.

¢ Love your enemies. Bless them that When Jane has become 2 teacher; she
curse you. 1o good to them that hate Jearnt about her uncle by Mrs. Reed.
you, and despitefully use you. ' When Mrs, Rced is on the death-bed,
Because, * Life is too short to be ) she wants to-tell: the reality to Miss
spent nursing griévances. | o janc She shows Jane a letter from her

o : ' uncle. It is sent from Madelra :
The Structure of the novel Mr. John Eyre says that-as he is an

' unmarried and childiess, he desires to

The personality of Jane is a chief adopt her durmg his life. He wants.to
bond ‘bewteen the three parts. ' give some ‘wealth to her. That letter
Therefore; according to Laura ' was written three years ago. But Mrs. -
Hinkley, the structure of this novel is Reed replied to Mr. John Eyre that
very precisely connected. Because, John Jane has died of typhus at Low_woud
Eyre- is an invisible connecting link . When Jane reiurns to Thornfield, she
between the three parts, So, Laura . does not write a letter to his uncle but-
Hinkly says, ‘Uncle John Eyre is the she takes a decision to-marry Mr.
invisible link drawing the three parts.. Rochester. She writes in.detail.
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Then, Jane riins away from Thornfield.:
She avoids temtpation. She takes shelter
at the Rivers’ in a small village. Mr .
John Rivers is a relative to Mr, Jobhn
Eyre. Jane listens to John Rivers that
his uncle John Eyre is dead. '

One day, jane is drawmg a pamtmg
She has wrxtten her real name- “ Jane
Eyre * on-the comcr of thc pamtzng

Mr. john R:vers rcads that name" on

the papcr I—Ie reahzes that jane Eyre

is the heiress to John Eyre’s wealth. But,
Jane is very sad, when she. hstens to
her uncle’s death, But she becomes .
Joyous. when she ]earns that Diana, L
Mary and St. john Rivers are her
cousins. :

Shelaccepté the wealth of John-Eyre
and she accepts the. hfe-partnersfﬁp of
Mr. Rochester.

s A e

Muman ssa?écriﬁctef: Superstions and Scientic Attude

Miss Sangita ’Vene
S.Y.B A o

A few months ago the ncwspapers | _
hxghhfrhted a news-ltem— « Human g
Sacrifice at’ Vijaydurg " The item
said that a youth was sacrificed - by

a band of people: But, the event was
detected after fifieen days when |
somebody exposed the act. It’
happened that a 25 yearold youth

from Rajapur was slaughtered on the
fishing launch at midnight on’ the .

16 th of December 1988. After

fifteen days, the uncle of the youth
registered the case when he suspected
that his nephew has been murdered.
Then, the police 1n—charge of
Deogad-Jurisdiction arrested thres

¥3

persons who are ailewedly mvo}‘ved
in the matter.

Some people might have xjead this
news—item in the newspapers, and
even they might have forgotten all the
same. Because, accordmw to them,
this event is the ¢ death of a youth ’
only, and not more than that, Bug, it
would be an‘insult to our conscience
if we call the event as ¢ a death of

‘a youth only. ’ For, it sounds more
than what it appears to be, The
event underlies the nature of society
we aré living in—

As the newspapers say, that youth .
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was slaughtered in order to propltzate
¢ Kalimata ’ who is so= called f'urlous
Goddess. Similarly, what is the '
object of such a propitiation. ? =

To obtain the wealth that is o
supposedly lying buned at the sea |
Here, one more thing’ ‘should be '
clarified that the beneficiaries of
such a wealth were not the _
family-members of the unfortunate
youth, But they were some alien
people to him.

Then, the question arises—Does
anyone have the right to take
somebody’s life for one's benefit, or
to put into precise terms, for the
acqisition of the weatlh ?

In fact, the answer is absolutely
negative. And, even then, the people

commit such acts. Neither the-public nor

sovereign law of this Land allows
anyone to commit such a shameful act.
Then, what is that power which

makes people commit such slaughters ?

What is that motivating force that
compels the people to perform such

inhuman deeds? The SUPERSTITONS-

It is that hideous word and power that
encourages people totake somebody 8

life for one’s benefit;
We find that almost all the world

suffers from superstitions, We are not
concerned with such a wide span of
this problem. Therefore, let us think
gver it in Indian-context only. If -
somebody throws a vigilant loo k over
our behaviour, he wiil discover that

RUEIE R ARAAIAY

most of it is-solely entangled with the
superstitions. They range from our birth
to the death. And, even after the death
the superstition continues. Many
examples can be cited in this

regard. That we take the human form
after we have complctﬁd the cycle of
eightyfour lakhs of ‘ yonis. > That,

man’s birth i is the fa.vour of God That

some unknown power controls and
regulates our life. That a marriage is a
tie formed. in the Heaven. That death.
iz a Liberation of the soul from. the:
body. That the soul assumes the other

form after one's death. These are some
forms of beliefs which are not burtfulfor
others - life. But, yet these beliefs
generate the other forms which are-
generally categorised into superstitions
such as, fatalism, 1dolatry and '
propitiation.

Once the f‘a.ta.lisn’i is accepted, évery,
occurencc is left to Fate.If a man.

is poor, he thinks that it is God’ s
desire. His poverty has been .
predestined. If he begets any number
of children, he justifies that it is
God’s gift. If some mishap befalls on
him, he finds God’s disfavour withhim.
In addition to the individuak.
calamities, if some. natural calamities
occur, the people visualise the
disfavour of some deity cr God or
sorme other power. The howling of
dogs or owls at the night is regarded
as the premonition of somebody’s -

AR



death. The married couple unable to
produce the offsprmgs are. guessed to‘ _
be, disfavouted by some dc1ty Ifa .
cat crosses the road against somebody, ‘
he confirms that he will be unable to
fulfil his duty or work, he is gomg 10.
If a man or his child suffers from an )
uncurable, disease he cr it is a victim
of some deity’s anger. These are a

few examples which can beé cited from
the fatalistic attitude of the Indians.

As a result, fatalism Jeads to idolatry.

For, when man realisés that the -
existing conditions of his life are
doomed by God or some Power,

there remains rio way for him except - -
worshipping.the powers~concerried.
Again, the worshipping tendency

gives rise t0 some other mal-practices—

That if you want a child, you must
offer something to the: deity. If you
want to cure your child or yourself]
you must renounce your daughier as
a virgin devottee [Devdas1 or Jogin]

If you want to get on in your businéss
you must lannch some donation for the
cause of deity. And if you want the -
treasure h:dden undeground or at the .
sea, you must sacrlﬁce a. man or two :

Thus, the beliefs turn into super— .
stitions which are the offsprings of .
fatalism and idolatry. The consequence
is-for any grievance ¢ propitiation ’.
becomes inevitable.

That is why, the slaughter under thc .
banner of human sacrifice of & youth
from Rajapur is important. It is the .

Y

result of thc somal and mteilectu]ai
pattern of our socmty If weé unearth
s reasons we fmd that the falth m

" God resulis in T atahshm and 1dolatry Tt

is res,pons;ble for the poverty For, the )
poverty keeps one 1ng0rant and B
deprwed of the enhghtenment

Naturally, it transforms into a
viciots-cycle for the Indian life.
Therefore, if we want to’ tread along.
with the pace of the modern world, -
we must undermine that vicious-cycle
first. We ought io turn that cycle back
first. That is the task that time and
history have placed before us. And
what is 2 means to perform such a task?
Of course, as it is said when all the
ways stand useless and futile,

‘ Education ’ is the only way-out..

We must make the people educated,
and not only literate; F ory with the help
of education, we can coltivate

the social and intellectual life. We

can cultivate the scientific attitude
among the citizens, Of course, this i is
not to say. that merely the mstruutmn
of sc1ence-—faculty will create the
sc1ent1f1c atttuide. It would bc a
blunder to say or think so. Because
inspite of the instruction , the attltude ;
or mental set-up must bc formed, .
Otherwise, wefind very strange
examples in India-such as a master

of surgery displays.the photograph of
some God or, detiy at the. .~
operation theatre. or a doctor in the
speciaiised subject at Science~Faculty
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arrariges  a‘Satyanarayan Pogja” for
the home~peace, Or an instructor

in ‘computer—technology doesn't -

break his fast only until the Moon rises.
To be honest and -true, this is the
tragedy of science~education in India.

'If we ‘intend to avo1d such a tragcdy

heneeforth the student must be well-

cducated Hxs mmd should be shaped

smentlf' u:aily He should - bc aliowed to
think and actin the wayhe s instructed.
He should be given a chance to doubt
in every idea placed before him. Hc
must test that * idea’ on the grounds

of observation, experimentation and

inference. He should be allowed to

.accept only when he has judged and

testified every idea with reason and
conscience. And only, then we will
be able to nurture scientific .

attitude in the minds of the student,

Only, then, he will lose the faith
and belief. And only then, he wrii

. iot be victimised by superstitions. -
- And he-will be ready to fight for.
. the blind and inhaman acts like -

human sacrifice. So let us try hard to
be a drop of that ocean of scientifically

civilized society.

*h K
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 Mr. Babaji Haram
T. _Y._B_,Com' )

Man has looked up ‘curiously at the
celestial b)dles and wondered about

‘their huge size, their great - distances and
has also thought about ways to conguer
them. India too has made tremendous
progress in space activities.  She has sent
into orbit Satellites like—Rohini,
Bhaskara, Insat —IA, Insat — IB and
vecently India became the member of
the peestigious space club by sending
into orbit, * Rakesh Sharma "-our

first man in space with the help of
Soviet Russia. The growing
involvement in space and its utilisation

LT €4~

for peaceful purposes will be a
catalyst increasing the incidence and

' kmds of mtcmanonal mteract&on

One of the greatest advantages of

‘{aunching communication satellites

is that it can supplement cable, radio
or microwave links where these exist
and can provide their equivalent, '
where they do not. They can actually
inter—-connect every part and any part
of the world, In short, time and space
can be conguered, Vital as this is to
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the industrialized-world, it may-be of
even greater importance to developing
nations like India. With the-advent -

of communication Satellites

India. can étiter-into world. of:
communication without: wastmg mllhons
of ruppees on: labour-and: employment
for eonnecting. cach.and- évery corner

of the country Ly telephone cables, T he
rural masses: can be educated on a wide
range of topics, which would increase the

hferacyw level.

P

The commucation isatellites serve the
remote, scarcely populated areas for

-~ whom terretorial communication

links are physically impossible or
economically prohibitive. The
potential uses of Satellites are
numerous. The state and inter-state
communication -system for
administration helps to solve the
energy crisis. Similarly, the other
sources of energy like~solar, wind etc
should also be harnessed.

In troplcal co umnes hke Indla wh:ch
receive a large amount of sunlight, this
energy can be used for various purposes
in houses, schools, industries etc. This
energy does 1ot cause cnvxronmental
pollution. The venturés in space should
be undertaken with the co-operauon
of the countriés of the world since a
lot of expenses will be incurred. 1t
would be suitable to construct a
manned space-station on‘the Moon. It
would. be of much use because the
lunar landscape is frequently showered

¥&

by. meteorites.. The mineral contents. .
can be thoroughly analysed.and. - -
suitable mining stations can he: set: up
,constr,ucted .underground.= to ehmmate
the danger of falling ‘meteorites: The -
escape velocity from the moon is very
less compared to the carth because the
formcr has a gravztat:onal attraruon
about’ 1/6 of the earth. The underground
space~stauon would be comfortable for

‘the scientists because the surface—
' "tempf:rature on the ‘mdon during’ the

day is about 1000 C: and durmg the
mght it is minus 180° c.

The construction of a giant telescope on
the far side or the dark side of the moon
ould be feasible, since it would lessen
he mterruptzon of radzo mgnals o
picked up from the earth. The radio
and television sxgnals from the earth
can be picked up to a range of 25 light
years, because they pass through the
Kennedy Heavyside layer of the
ionosphere to space. With the help of such
a telesoope one would a.lso observe the

- -Bernard 5.star. whlch is at.a dlstance of
: 6 1 hght'ycars from the earth The

sc;e.ntls_ts speculate that life~forms. may
exist on that star,

The recent space flight by our
Indian:Cosmonaut- Rakesh Sharma
has been a gigantic leap in India’s
space programmes, - .

The Indian: Cosmonaut carried out a

series of vital experiments during his
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seven days’ stay at space in Salut-7

and 2 number of" “expcrlments on
technological process—such as

welding, soldering, cutting-metals.

& coating. The second group:of:
experiments includes manufacturing

of semi-conductors and optical glasses.
For the first time:in the history of space
an Indian Cosmonaut: performed:

‘Yogic excercises in“space tosstudy.

their possible use to prevent space
sickness caused by weightléssness.
The large scale black and white, and

also infra=red photography of the
Indian landmass was carried: out. s
Thus, we must anderstand and follow
what Neil Armstrong said when the.
Americans landed on the Moon,~ .

‘«We come in the space for all:. -

mankind. ”’ Thus, we must:not exploit

the moon or outer space for
location of mtematioual confhcts '

or-as a piayground of war,

A%
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Someene rwde, i
Someone kind; 0 o e
tisatype oo o0 0
Of single mind.. .

Someone a cheai
Someone a gmde
bisatype "

. Of single mind,

Someone a seer,

It is a type
Of single mind.

by Shrikant Mithbaonkar
S.Y. B, Com.

What is Life ?

Life is an adventure
Life is a book

Life is a bliss

Life is a beauty

Lifeisa challange B

Life is a dwy -
Life is a dleam =
Life is a game :..;
Life is a journey
Life is a love _
Life is a promise
Life is a problem
Life is a song

Life is a tragedy

h My Llfe S

Oh; my:Life- !
Give:me a -s_mx i
+For:a'while: o700 6

" I like.,y_éﬁr beauty,:. - )

Don’t be naughty. . - -
You;are sweety, - ...
‘WhY ;’rlre.you sad?
t's very, bad.

. Please, try to be a]ad

by Shr@kamt fW @thbaonkaﬁ*
S. Y. B Com.

- Dare it.
— Read it
— Taste it
~ Worship it
- Meet it.

o = Perform it.
..— Realize it.

- Play it,

- - Complete it.

~ Enjoy it.
- — Fultil it
~ Solve it
- Sing it
- Face it

Bdited by— Miss. Kalpana Bapa

F. Y. B, Com.
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““ The Place of English in India Today, =

Daya Khadilkar

XIT Commerce

There are two extreme views about the
place of English in India. At one end,

people possessed by national sentiment
have always wanted to get rid of the

English language from their country.

¢ Angrezi Hatao ' (down with English }
is their favourite slogan which reflects

their attitude towards English, A feeling'

of this kind of hatred towards the
foreign language i. e. English dates
back to pre—Independence days.
According to Taraporewala 1931:520)
¢ the political struggle in India during
the last half ce‘_ngsury',qh:.a'sj had its
repercussions in the linguistic field

as well. Tn a sense this political
struggle has brought about a

linguistic awakening as well. Side by side
with the growing pride in the past of
our land there has come also a pride in
our vernaculars, Recent years have.
seen a renaissance of every literary
vernacular of India. The present
generation of students have been

taking as much pride in their knowledge

of the mother-tongue as their fathers
did in their masiery of English.
There is a distinct movement in
every centre of education to give

to the mother tongue its rightful
place in the life and education of the
people. ’

8%

There is another trend-some people

think that English should be ¢ The . -

sole medium of education. * Some of

our educational thinkers, '}i'owe\'rer, '
are silent about the ‘place of English
in our educational set—up. There is
confusion and lack of consensus
about the medium of instruction

for teaching some of our subjects i'.n
the curricutum, The recent decision
of the Government of Maharashtra

to teach Science and Mathematics
through the English medium is an
éxample not only of a lack of -
consensus but of inconsistency. -

The educationists fear that the
student learning through the medium
of their mother—tongue would find it
difficult to pursiie their studies in
their subjects at the higher levels.
Again, English being ¢ « world
language ' offers opportunities at

the international level to communicate
with the people of other countries,

Whatever the extreme views of the
people towards English, we are not
concerned with them here. Let us
be clear about some of the
terminologies that are used while
describing the status of a particular
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language in a particular country.”
Terms like - First " language, ¢ second ’
language, ¢ third ' language and

¢ Foreign "‘language are used while -

descr:bmg the place ofa fore:gn Ianguage
_in the educai:onal set—up ofa

country, These terms have an aura of a
particular meaning around them,

Here the two sets of terms L1, T2 an& ‘

L2 and  first * language, ¢ second *
language and ‘ third ’ language are
used synonymously.

Let us follow V, V., Yardz as far

as the expianatmn of these terms

is concerned. According to Yardi

{ 1977:5 ) * conventional
abbreviations like L'= mother tongue/
regional language, L%~ Hindif Second
Indian language, L®= English and

¢ Foreign ' language == French, German,
Russian, Spanish, etc., are used. Yardi
furths r states that the terms first
language, second language and third
language are often used to indicate

- chronology of learning languages.

(However , We may use (these) terms
to indicate the relative dominance of
languages in the life of a speech
community. '(Yardi 1977 : 4 ) Any
language as a ‘ second ’° language

refers to a situation where it is used
widely for the purpose of administration
and as a common link language, and as a
¢ foreign ' language it refers to a
situation where it is taught for certain

specific purposes viz-reading scientific

works, translation, communication

LG EAS IR S XA AT A

at certain levels and for certain
purposes only.

At present, we can say that the hey day

© of English in India is now over. Hindi

will replace English in course of time.
The Govérnment of India is also

cautiously making efforts in this .
direction. However, English is retained

. as a medium of instruction in the

faculties of law, medicine, engmeermg,

technology, agriculture and the like.
The Indian railways and some of the

“other departments have started using

Hindi in place of Enghsh on a large

scale. The opposzuan ta: Hmdl in ‘the'f
South is not so severe as compared to

their reactions witnessed previously. 18
has been weakening over the years. -
Under the new pattern of edncation
English has been accorded the place

of a third language in a majority of

the states and Union Territories of
India that have implemented this
pattern. In Maharashtra, to cite an
example;, which has implemeérited this
pattern, Marathi, the regional language,
is now L1, Hindi, the Union language,
is L2 and English, the associate link
language, is L3. This is the general
pattern for most pupils studying in
Marathi—Medium schools which greatly
outnumber Hindi and English medium
schocls. The terms L1, L2 and L% and
‘foreign’ language have been used here
to indicate the relative dominance of



languages in the life.of a speech . |
community. 'Eng‘lish is now .

a third language in the sense

that the range of uses to which it is put
in the life of the community, by and
large is now restracted In India, :
Enghsh is a compufsory third, lang:.wtcrt°

and this element of compulsmn makes 1’: ‘

off from other foreign !anguages Wthh
are taught optlonaliy

English as'a third ‘language has béen -
adopted upto the higher secondary

level and as a library language:at the -

advanced stages. The study of. Enghsh
htcrature as a humamstxc d;suphnc on

an elective basis at. the advanced stagc: -

has also been dccepted In addition,

_ English as an optional subject for

students of Science and Technology as
well as Social Sc;enccs has been’

visualized. Thls is somethmg hke ESP §

(English for speczfm Purpeses, )

dde ok

MO~ VIOLENCE

Rajashree Velankar

X1 Science

Non-violence | Non- violence, in its true
sense of the term, was one of the
swords, as it were in the hands of
Gandhiji. He fought with the:British
rule in India for about 27 years. He
did.not fight with the British people
but with their rule in India. What
power was there in this word ? The
people in India rose against the
British rule, after Gandhiji's order to
represent their demand beforc the
British Government thhout violence,
Now we have to_ 1mag1ne how people
extended their whole-hearted
co-operation to Gandhiji.

%4

What is thén non-violence ! Non-
violence means not to kill a ereature or

a person or persons to safeguard one’s -

aim, It may be against a person-or a
group of people, or the Government.
Anything to be represented should be
done in a non-violent way. The
representation may be against a bill |
brought before the Government ora
law, that would defeat the national way
of life.

- From times immemorial, the ¢ rishis, ’
the saints, thinkers & other religious
people have been inculcating the
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‘generation to another.

importance of non—violence upon the
minds of people all over the world.

It has been taught from one

- * ufgar qeAtaH:
1 taught from childhood to the last
breath of a person.

In ancient times-' 49T ’s were the. -
order of the day. Rishis performed:
them. Beasts were killed and were ..
given offerings to the deities and
Gods so that people should lead
their life in happiness without any
calamities. But this performance
reachéd to the extreme. Mahavir
Vardhaman and othér Teerthankaras
rose against the practice and preached
non -violence amongst the people, and
started another call in Hiaduism
called ‘ Jain ' religion. They went to
other extreme. Everyone should tie &
piece of cloth on their nose to prevent
any small creature entering one’s nose
to save it from death.

But what was the result ? The
discoveries and inventions of different

kinds of weapons have resulted not in
peace but in war. War means nothing

but violence. Superiority complex,
insatiable ambition and the thirst for
power are some of the things that lead
men in power to wage war

against another nations, History

teaches us that one war leads to another.
A treaty is an indication of another war.

Because of the new discoveries and
inventions of modern weapons; the
thirst for power amongst 7grgdr s is
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increasing so rapidly thatitis
probable that a war will be’ wagcd
But it seems that it will not happen.
There is ray of hope for a common

‘man as some nations are trying to'stop

such violence. Scientists hope that the
twenty—first century will be peaceful.
People are hopeful in this regard.

The idea of,* ararsd AqEadaaT qmraﬁ a‘r’ '

of our Rishis has remained'a

dreasi: The ambition for power is not

surmountable and the result of o
which is v1olencc '

Lord Shrikrishna tried his level best '
to hold' talks with * gaf¥d " the
leader of the Kaurwas, to brmg
peaceful way of nonviolence, but

all attempts were fruitless.
Considering the above discussion,

We can see that the non-violence

as a sword has its own limitations.
Nonviolence will work wonders .,
only if two groups or two natlons S
think on parallel lines for thci':

good of their subjects. )
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If somebody ask me, which thing in

nature. do.you love most?- I would.: . . -

answer, I love tree. The.rich foliage.. . -
and beautiful size of the trees,. create .

in my mind a great atiraction for the
trees. The trees give cool shade to the
traveller who travels in the scorchmg
heat of the sun, The great poets have
described . the Paradise, which is, full.of
tall and green trees The trees gwe ;
shelter to man ammals beasts. The _
golden birds sn: on the branches of tree
and fill the surroundmg atmosphere
with thezr heavenly music. '

1

The tree§ are most usefu] for human
being, They devour the gas carbon "
di-oxide and gwe out oxygen M.\/Ian
can live without food and water for
some days but he cannot live without
oxygen. This proves that trees make
human_being live in this world.

Ihe trees bring rain, The dark cloud
in the sky float down and are
obstructed by lrek ops, ‘and

we get rain, The barren Iand

without trees cannot : iave enough

3 s on the slope

s the water of
rain cannot be absorbed in the soil. The
trees prevent the erosion of soil Tree

roots also help-store water in the-

ground.sIn open country, trees act as: -
wind breaks and keep-the wind from. =

blowing away topsoil;- -

Forests are of nnmense 1mportance in
soil stabilization and erosion control
especmlly in mountamous and h]]iy ,
regmus they also proteet and conserve
water supphes and prevgm f]ouds
Small group. of trces and even smgie
tree have szm:lar role locally in.
preventing. washouts and in h?'d1nv B
stream banks, Trees can be cons1dered
guardlans of soﬂ and warer wherc:
they predomm&te, losq by emsmn is )
compensated by the pr‘oduetz oa of new
soil resulting from the weathering of
rocks and the accumplation .

of organic, debrxs' Trees not on!y o

provide shdtei, horrz s and &Jud for
many ammals but also, like ail gxeerv' '

_plants help to purify the atmosphere: o
by absorbv 1g carbon dl-ox1de and

rc]c&smg oxygen

Economic . Importance- Without
trees the world would be bleak
and life as it is known impossible,

Ca:bomsed and fossﬂlzed wood . {roé} RE

supphes fuel for the energy, needs of. |
man, Other fossrhzed products of
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trees include amber, which is formed: ..

from the gum of pines and kauri-gum;
the product of ¢ Agathis australis,
From earliest times man employed.
wood for such purposes as homes, rafts
canoes, fuel and weapons. To offer,

however, so-called advanced civilization:

~have:wantonly ‘destroyed trees; gredt

forests of cedars of Lebanon: for
example, were virtually eliminated in
lumbering operations durmg early
histo
construction of King Solomon’s great
temple and palace, forests that

covered much of the

Mediterranean region and Middle—east
were extravagantly exploited by the
Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks.and
Romans. Primitive peoples were
dependent on trees for mahy materials
in addition to wood. Fruits and nuts

“of many kinds were tmportant food for

both man and animals. Leaves of palms

and other trees were used for thatching

roofs. Tapa cloth and woven fabrics -
made from bark, leaves and other
tree parts were used for clothing
utensils were fashioned from calabashe
coconut and other fruits, medicines
including quinine, the properties of -
which were long known to Suuth .
Americans, Indians were obtained from
trees, as were dyes tanning materials
and spices seedsand other tree parts
were used ascharms and ornaments.

Modern man is no less dependcut upon
trees, Although substitutes now are
commonly used for some tree products,
concrete, steel, glass and plastics.

TWAF §3L4-¢8

_be done by other means.
times for such purposes as the '

synthetic drugs-and dyes,.and synthetic.
substitutes for natural rubber~the.
demand for tree products has:vastly
increased in- the manufeture
of other papers as ‘well as cardboards:.
and similar packagings. The modern -
plywood industry converts immense
numbers of trees into useful building
materials and in'so domg, makes more "
complete usé ‘of good Tumber than éan *

Many products other than wood and its
derivatives are irnportant to modern
man, Edible fruits produced by trees
include apples, cherries, peaches, pears
and other in temperate climates; '
avocades, figs, persimmons and citrus

fruits in warm-temperate and subtropical
regions; breadfruit, coconuts, jackfruits,
mangoes and mango steens in

tropical region and the important fruit
of desert regions the dote, the coconut
(cocosnucifera, ) the oil palm

{Elacis guineensis} and the

olive (olea europaea) are important

so'ﬁ'ifces of oils and fats used as food and
foriother purposes from trees come such
¢és as cinnaman, cloves and nutmeg;
substances used in beverages, such as
chocolate, coffee and kolanuts and chicle,
the basis of chewing gum. Nonedible
tree products exploited commercially

include rosin, turpeatine, tanbark,
creosote, cork and kapok fibre.
The aesthetic values of trees are
generally appreciated. They are
admired in their natural settings in
forests, savannas and along river

9



eourses; ithey are planted-and cared .
for in gardens, parks, parkways, -* <~

cemeteries and city streets;They serve =

as screens to. secure privaey and to
reduce noise levels and they provide.
shade, . ‘ R

Our government of India is encouraging.
us to plant and grow trees: To cut down

- The tree gives everybody a message @ ;

the tree is destroying our fives, . i 700
A tree is'a friend of all the living
creatures including man. Should we *
cut down a tree 7 S

“ Grow tall like me, >’ ' Be generous:
like me, ¥ “Be .a friend to all like me.”
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