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- Matapiysical Pogiry

Metaphysical poetry began eatly in.the
Jacobean Age. . g. In the last stage of .
the Age of Shakespeare. John Donne was
the leader and founder of the metaphysical
school of poetry, He led the new way of
writing poetry as a reaction against the
conventionat poetry of the Spensaians.

it was Dr. Johnsen who called Donne and
his followers- / the Metaphysical Posts, *
This title was borrowed by Dy, Johnzon
from John Dryden.

John Donne was the father of
metaphysical school of poets which. broke
new ground in English postry, He was
born in-London In 1537. Similarly, Andrew
Marvel {1621-1678) and George Herbert
(1593-1633) were aleo metaphysical
posts..

The word - ' meta * means * beyond * and
* physics * means ‘ physical nature. * It
was Dryden who first used the word - -

* metaphysical * in cannection with
[xonne's paetry and wrote-

** Donne affects the metaphysics * Then,.
Dr. Jehnson confirmed the judgement of
Dryden. '

Dr. Johnson condemned this school of
poets because of the habits commaon

to this schoo! of poets, of always

seeking to express something after, -
something behind the simple obvious

first sense of a subject. They were affected

. Rasraj

of speech.

Sangita Nene: -
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by the ingenuity, the subtlaty and what
Johnson calls “ the watch for novelty "
which distinguishes Donne, for instance, .
from the straightforward sentiment and

the lucid imagery of the Elizabethans. . -

- The following are the main characteristics

of the metaphysical poetry of this age:. .
The works of this group of poets hava . ..
several features in common.

1y Thelr poetry is, to a great extent, lyrical.

ii) In theme, it is chiefly refigious or..
amatory.

iiiy There is much metrical facility even in

complicated lyrical stanza.

iv) The poetic style is some times almost
starting in its sudden beauty of phrase: -
and melody of diction, but there are::
unexpected turns of language and- figures

e

Display of learning,

The metaphysical poets were men of
learning and to.show their learning was
their chief object. (n metaphysical poetry,
we come act 0ss obscure and recondite
references, and vast learning Is twisted in
such a manner that it bacomes very -
difficult for a reader io follow what the
post really intends to sav. I

N
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Intellectual postry

Meiaphysical postry was purely

intellectual and made an appeal fo the

intellectuals. The thoughts of the
metaphysical poets were ofien new Bt
seldom natural. They saw beneath the
surface of life and illuminated The deeper-
‘plages with -igvealing flashes and devoting
their intellect and -izmagination to

ref lection upon God and their relation 1o
Him. They produced what is, by no means,
common in our literature, great religious
poetry, | I

i Betched Tmages

Metaphysical posts saw-acute o
resamblances in things apparently unlike.
They inttoduced far-tetched images whigh
could not be essily understood by the -
foaders. ' :

Concelts

The metaphysical conceit arose from
intellectual process of thinking in figures.
Congeit is an instrument by whicha
mefaphysical poet reveals his wit. Congeit
is a literary termh which means a strained
or far-fetched comparison of literaty .
figure.

Sunﬁxﬁar& of:_t:h_é chief P SRS
Characteristics of Metaphysical -
Poetry ' N

1) It is complex and difficult. Most varied
concepts are brought together.

2} Itis intelleciual in.tone, There is an
snalysis of the most delicate shades of
pschological experiences. * ’
'3 There is & fusion of emotion and
intellect as thére isintellectual analysis of
emctions personally experienced by the
poets : R

23

4y 1t s full of coneeils which are learned,
iniellactual and over-elaborated.

5y it is argumentative. There is subtie
svblution of thought, ™ o
4 ;7; ‘j vyt ;

6y ORgmality s auivievid by the use of a
new vocabulary drawn from the world of
trade and commerce, the arts and the
sciences.

7y In order to arrest the altention, often 8
poem begins abruptly and colloquially,

and unusua thythms ate used. Similarly,
untisuakcompound words are also:used

. 3

for'the same purpose.., - 7o
8) Sometimes dramatic form is also used.

6@ 6"

' Remarkable Parallel t

' racts and figures have often proved that

history repeatsitsedt, © - 0
Ths course of Napofean and Hitler were
linked by an interesting number, 129,

% Napotean was born in 1760 and H itler

in 1689, 129 yeas later, |
% Napolean came to’power in 1804 and
exactly after 129 years Hitler came 10
power in 1933.. o u
* Napolean invaded Vienna in 1809 and
after 129 years Hitler invaded Vienna
in 1038. C

* Napolean atackad Russia in 1812 and
Hitler in 1941 again after 129 years.

* Both dictators attacked Russia in. .
winter and were deteated.

- Basraj
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Literary. Gritisism

In its strict sense, the word « oriticism ¢ .
means judgement. This word is generally
used In this broad sense, Therefore, the
literaty critic is generally. regarded as an .
expert who gives such a judgement. He..
brings a special faculty and training to .
bear upon a piece of literary work. He
examines its merits and defects. Then, he
Passes:a judgement upon it,. However, the
term * literature of criticism mc!udes
more than the hterature which records
judgement. W ihclude under it the whole
mass of literat-we, Its® object may be .
analysis, interpe n, evaluation or all
of these in combiue. Poetry, drama and
novel deal directly with life. criticism’
‘deals with poetry, drama, novel and also -
with criticism itself. We defing’ '
crealive literature as an interpretation

of fife under the various forms :
of literary“art. Therefore, we can define -
* criticism “as an mterpretanon of '
that mterpretation, and also of the forms
of art through whlch itis gwen, -

Let us, first, consider the func’uan'bf-’
criticism — Criticlsm may be regarded as
having the following different functions.

1. Tt at of interpretatinon or explanation,

2. That of Judgemen:.

3. That of exposition or appreciation.

4. That of evaiuation,

In practice, however, these funclions have
been generally combine.

- Ragtaj
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In the wards of waiter Fatar, ¢ Crmc;sm rs
an art of interprating art. It serves as an -
mtermmdlary between the author and. the «

readar; by explaining the ane to the other.

The-ctitic, ssan interpreter, has got:
special-training. Therefore, he feels ths

virtue of a masterplece then he analyses -
it and sets it fcnh According to qulyi
Criticism stands like an interpreter

between the msprred and the un-msmred. '
in other words, the critic expiams the fuill

meanify and value of a work to an’
ordinary reader. The critic, as interpreter,

penctrates to the heart of the bock, He'
analyses its essential qualities of powsr »

and beauzy He distinguishes between
what-is temporary and what is
permanent in the book. He analyses
and formulates its meaning. He - °
explains the artistic and moral pringiples in
it. He makes explicit what is impligit in'the
book, He shows what the book really is-

its content, its spirit and its art. His'own

aim is to know, and to hélp the readsr to
know the book itself. However, this.

function of criticism appears rather: -

didactic, Therefore, according 1o Matthew
Arncld ‘Griticism is a disinterested attempt

to learn and explain the best that is
known and hought in tha warld Therefore,
it Is sald thet the good critic narates the
adventures of his goul arnong the
masterpiece.

According ta same critics, the function af
criticism is ‘udgement. Fere, the critic is
fooked upen as 8 judge who finds out the




faults and merits of a book. The ctitic, as 8~
. judge, must have wide learning and

expetience. His judgement must be based
on his knowledge of the subject and also

. on the existing book. However, the critic
. as a judge must be impartial and free

from any kind of bias. He is like an
investigator. He must review the
phenomena of literature as they actually
stand.:He:must systématize the laws and
principles by which they are moulded
and produce their effects. He must

* recognize no court of appeal to the

literary works themselves, He must
discover the principles by direct.

_examination of the books. He mus_t
. examiine literature in the spitit of pure
, inves;‘ig‘a;io,n as a satirist,

nfact, the reader is not mterested in the
f;nal judgement or evaiuatson, but in the

‘process by which it is reached: Therefore,

accordmg fq other critics, ‘exposition or
apprecaat:on is the function of criticism.
The reader fmds the true value of the
fanest works of criticism in exposition or
apprectation Such a critic shall poise the
book with. d:scernment He shall not be
too free with the censure. His influence
must be positive and-creative rather than
de(‘mctrve ‘He must be .a man of

... deeper experience and superior wisdorm
...He must try to enlighten and stimulate the

reader. Such a critic must. share with his

.'readers his larger sense of the meaning of
literature. He must have special gifts of

insight, penetration and comprehension.
He must help his reader tofind ina great

“book qualities of powey and b&auty,
?-fweaith of sn‘terest and a8 depth of .

significance, He is a path.finder breaking
new ground. Sometimes, he is a friendly
companion. He teaches us to read it for
ourselves with quickned intelligence and
keener appfeciatlon He gives us not
instruction but provocation. ‘There are a
few more views about the function of
criticism.

1) According to Addison ... the function
of criticism is pure appreciation. The critic
provides:aesthetic pleasure to the reader
by showing the spots of beauty and
loveliness of a book. .. o

2) According to some critics, the greal .
function of criticism is to evaluate
properly the works of great artist so that
the common reader may.be able to arrwe
at the real vaiue of an ams‘:

3) Another functlon of cntlclsm isto’ make
@ comparatwe study of a work of art ~ -
with referenece to similar other works of

‘art produceﬁ m other !anguﬂges Of the :'_'j

world

4) it is the funct;on cf eriticism to ’
reconstruct the work of the creatme \nsaon
of the artist. .

However, we must aiways nemembnr that
in actual. practice the varsous functlons

of criticism pass over into ane another.
it, therefore, becomes, d:ffzcutt to draw a
sharp line beiween ‘them. We can _
conclude that literary criticism performs

manyfold functions.

Rasraj



Religion and olitcs

Councepts of Religion and Politics -
Man was living in‘the caves at the-early .
stage of his settlement. Then, he stationed
on the tiver-banks. At that juncture, man
felt peculiar curisysity about this world. -
and his life in it. He tried to interpret his
life and the events in this world. This gave
rise to religlon. Different philosophers came
forth with different religions.. They trled to
evolve ideal value systems. Consequently
religion is a code consiting of ideal
principles which aim at the deve!opment
and emancipation of the society. o

_The golitical institution was emerged in |
the world after the religious institution,
According 10 that, the government is an
instituton that governs that saciety on the
basas of law and authority to punish.
It requires many schools of
political thought to construct the
government. The activities, performed of
those schools 10 grasp the power and’to
re‘tam it, are termed as pol:t:cs

The bd&l&. factors uudmiymg
Religion and Polnt;cs :

Religion tries to interpret life and the
world around us. It is crezsted to cifer
rorz happy life t2 man, In other words,
we find that the ideal stage of man’s life

Rasraj
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s atmed at in the rehgion Therefore, the
fundamental basis of religion is the. .
principles-which are advocated by the
philosopher or the angel or an immortal

. power. Naturally, religious book . is the, ;

chief hase of religion, Hence, ‘ths. wcrds
in those books acquire supreme
importgnce. This stage. perverted to such.
an extent that some people. dare-say that
relag:on is not made for the society, | but

¥ the religion rather.
ic#f_ at the nature of

Similarly, it is atsd
religion is eternal,

On the other hand, politics is based on
the nature of the Government. The =
Government is based upon written or
unwritten rules, Such rulés are dependant
upon the people. The social-mind is

- related with the contemporaty. .

socig-economic and cultural = o
cifcumstances: Consequemly, po!mca es
relied upon the contemporarv condxtmns

That is, the nature of pal!ttcs is 1emf0rary
and the future of the society is destmed
by the polstacs Therefore, * society * gets
supreme iimportance rather than the

words in xehg:ous books However, we

should not ferget ‘that sociely is .
dependaﬂt upon pcimcs sometnmea, bui
sometlmes poiatlcs is retied upon s0¢ ietyg

As a result, politics is based upon various

schools of political thought. sucha

29



gondition gives Birth to various political
patties. Thesé parties try to solve the
questions and problems of the saciely
with the help of their political objectives
and p{)hc!es Thus, politics is based upon
‘changeable or flexible principles,
wheseas, rehgmn rests upon

inflexible or tigid and dogmatic

thoughts. in short, the commitment Lo the
political thgughis is entirely a social
matter while refigion is exclusively a
personal matter. The commitiment 1o the
political thought is rested upen social
circumstances.and. problems whereas
rehglon rests on the md:vaduai faith and
belle-f-- o -

Rehgwn and palmca—
Inconsgstency A :

Rehgiun ‘pays respect to * the words

ificg to-ths public dpinion.’
Rehgzcn\ stefnal and contingous: figw of
faith but poht:cs isa temiporal matter,
stii, politics affects man’s life ‘and fulure
widely. politics thinks of man within the
contexl of zociety, And, retlglon thinks of
soccety wnth reference to man, o

'Gonmqumceb P

in practme, SHING peOp!e try to consol:date
religion & and politics by ignoring:the
above- sa!d inconsistencies. They fry to |
mpose: ghe wordssupremacy: theory -upon
the public opinion, They run the

rehg’ on based politics assuming that -
somety 1s strlct'iy m’ada for rehglun oniy

But,, this tendency begete some athmr
ﬂlveffec’ts e. . As itis held that mhgtan is
sternal; the oid, et da‘cod custems' and
behefs n the- rei:q:on are attempwd to
inpose upan the geople in the from of

. politics. The heincus sia aghter of the
Jows by Adotf Hitler i the worst instance
of this. Similary, it is atiempted 10 win

30

the political battle by intlaming the
religious feelings. However, we can’t say
that such victory solves the problems of
the socisty. This indicates that there is a
huge rift between man’s individual faith
and his.social, welfare, However, the
pecp!a are intellectually Blinded due to -
the inflamation of religious sentiments.

The social conflicts continue to exist even
after that. And, the people who run the
religion based-politics are motivated by
gxtreme, impetuous and revengeful
thoughts. This creates blood-shed, But.the
sogial problems stand unsolved, Many.
instances can be cited in-this regard. .in
lvan, the Shiate Muslim. leader Khomeni, -
declared crusade, and grasped the .-
Government and politics in his hands. He
‘catsed lran to fight a war for a

long tine. But, firially, Iran failed to.
“achive her welfare on the basis of

religious thoughts alone.

In India, Ram was born in the dricient
times. The place of his birth is called as-
* Ram - Janmabhoomi, Then the muslims
invaded India and Babar the Muslitn king
devastated ‘the Ram Mandlr *and erected
the Babari Maspd there. To think of the -
reltgious sentiment, the struggle’ broke out
on the questxon of re-building of the Ram
Mandir at its earlief site. But, this was the
chief issue duting the recent genara!
elections in India. To Think of this
objectwely and honesﬂy, the Ram~ :
Janmabhoomi-issue can be a QLGSHON )
of individual faith. The palitical parties
can win elections infuriating rejigious
sentiments on this, questlon. But, one .,
can’t solve the sr)cta! pmhlmes that the :
country is facing nowadays, '

i wa. ca unother wa?ch;ui Icml at

E\fahae’ash ra we . nd that religion and
communa ism are raising their heads, It
is easy 10 win the slections under the

: 'R.'a':s"ra_j



guiss ef religion, but san such = victory
salve the problems of socisly 7 some
antisacial elemanis are creating terror and
hooliganism, which is resulting in the [oss
of individual fresdom. Bug, histary has pui
many instances bafoie us that wheie the
indiviciual freadom is logt, dictatorship
takes the hirth,

In view of the prospective politics in
Maharashtra, we should rather remember
the instance of punjab Both the

Hindu and Sikh religious groups

inhabit in Punjab, A few centuries ago one
of the Hinduistic groups became
aggressive in order to protect the Hindus
from the Muslim invasion. That group
obtained a warlike role. It was further
designate as the Sikh religion. Therefore,
even today, we find the persons
belonging to the Hindu and the Sikh
within & single family. in recent

years or during the freedom struggie
movement a social organisation was
created there in Punjab called as Akali Dal
They advocated social and religious.
principles and the problems based on
them, But, after sometime, they started
asserting impetuous religious demands
and political concessions, |n this manner,
a social organisation was transfarmed into
a political party, SHE
It partly succeeded in obtaining the
power in punjab. But, this success ift part
created the greatest peril on the path of
their social service. Because, they have
offered a religious appsal to the
unemployed youths in punjab and
obtained their votes. However, whan they
came to power, they found it difficult
tofulfil the religious demands they had
spoken for. In conseqence, the Akali-Dal
Party developed a faction among itself
pressing more aggressive demands in
orcler to create a stronghoid on the
Punjabi people and politics. Meanwhile,
Mrs. Indira Gandhi's shrewd mioves: -
hecame successful, The Akali Governmant

Raseaj

was tenpled and the Congréss grasped -
the power. Therefare, tha dafaated

Akali Dal consolidated ail of its 1sctions.
And it started pressing the demand of
autonamy to the slate of Fanjzb. Bui,
again, thay ook the basa of raligion, and
they instigaied the religious feelings. 4s
a result, the unemploved Punjabi youth
hecame ready to sacyify his life and
slaughter others for the seke of religion.
Thousands of innocent pecple were
killed. In fact, the basic problems of
Punjab are growing unemployment,
{andiess small farmers povarty.

It is possible to implement long-term
remedy through the medium of political
policies on those problems. But as Karl
Marx said ¢ Religion is a pill of opium, .
the Akails have given this pill to the
Sikhs in Punjab. Therefore, they have
forgotien about their basic problers. The
Akalis are trying to seek the power under
the guise of revival of Sikhaeligion.
However, the comman-man is suffering
from starvation, The yvouth is haunted by
religious fanaticism. And the newly-rich
class has gone blind by political
ambitions. Thig is an eror of
misconceiving the cancepts of religion
and politics. SRS

Andsuch an error of misconception is
most likely to occur in Maharashtia also,
Therefore, could we hold that Punjsb has
sounded a warning bell for us the
Maharashtrians 7 And, should we
eonclude that if we don‘t avoid the
communal and religious appealis, we are
also doomed o meet the same fate as the
Punjab has been with 7 We leave the
answer up to the thoughtful
Maharashtrians only.



The Body

Eat

A grest Iis-tené_r
Listens. the Life musle
Nose '
A fine smeller

Eye: o
“A good looker
Sees thg Life-picture, ~
Meart o
A good compiter . |
. Compiles the Life juice
Mouth - o
A thythmic singer
Sings the Life song.

Uday Ghadi
8. ¥, B. Com.
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Smells the Life scent. .

A Poem

‘When

One of the
Beauties :
In Neture
Sometimes.
Divides the mind.

Then
The blue lake

Such Naturo -
Tries
To Finish
itgelf -

Sﬁyém Birje -
T.Y. B Gom.
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Shakespeare’s Predecessors

it will be seen that special importance
attaches historically to the work of those
playwrights who, coming just before
shekespeare, prepared the way for him by
ensuring the triumph of that free and
flexible form of drama which he was
afterwards to make his own. In a loose
sense, they constitute a group, and they
are commonly known by the name of

+ the university wits.” As this implies, they
were all men of academic training, and
had thus been brought into personal fouch
with the new learning, and had absorbed
its spirit, at one or other of the two

great institutions of scholarship. But,
with one exception, they gave their
talents to the public stage, and itis
certain that the strongly pronounced
taste of their audience had a good desal
to do with the class of drama which they
produced. Arranged roughly in order of
time, they are :

JOHN LYLY ( 1654-1606).

THOMAS KYD ( 1657-95 ),

GEORGE PEELE (1568-97),

THOMAS LODGE { 1568-1625),
ROBERT GREENE ( 1560-92),
CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE ( 1564-93),
and THOMAS NASH ( 1567-1601).

1t would be of little use to give a mere
catalogue of the dramatic works of thess
men, and a more detailed examination o
of thers writings would be out of keeping-
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with the design of this short skefch. We
must think of them, therefore, mainly

as a group, and must be satisfied with

the general assertion that each contributed
something to the evolution of the drama
into the forms in which shakespeare was
to take it up. Concerning two of them
only, a few further details must be added,
hecause of their special significance in
literary history and of the direct influence

which they exerted upon shakespeare
himself. These are Lyly and marlowe.

Lyly is most widely known as the author
of a prase romance entitled Euphues.

His dramatic work consists of eight
comedies, of which the best are
Campaspe, Endymicn and Galfathea.
These were all written for performance at
the couit, and the interest in them depends
not on plot, situation or even
characterisation, but on language ~ that is,
on the wit, point, ingenuity and grace of
the dialogue. At a time when the humours
of the public stage ran often into
coarseness and horse-play, Lyly helped 1o
give comedy an intellectual tone. In this,
as well as in his skill in clever repartee and
in his continual use of puns, conceits and
all sorts of verbal fireworks, he anticipated
shakespeare, whose early comedies, such
as Love's Labour’s Lost and A’ Midsummer
Night’s Dream, obviously owe much to
his example. From Lyly shakespeare also
leatned how to combine courtly main plot
with episodes of rustic blunders and '
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clownish fooling. In these things Lyly set
a fashion which others, including -
Shakespeare. followed, and in comedy he
was undeniably Shakespaare’s first

master,

MARLOWE'S historical importance is even
greater. A man of fiery imagination and
immense though il-regulated powers,
who lived a wild Bohemian life and

while still young was killed in a drunken
brawl, he was by nature for more of g
lyric poet than a dramatist; yet his
Tamburlaine the Great, Dr, Faustus, The
Jew of Malta and Edward !, despite the
bombast and extravagance by whieh they
are froguently marred, give him the place
of pre-eminence amonyg pre-Shakespareen
playwrights, In these plays he really fixed

the type of tragady and chranicle play for
his immediate successors, and in them
also he introduced blank verse to the
romantic drama and the public stage.

That Shakespeare, who must have known
him well. and who probably collaborated
with him,was at first profoundly influenced
by him is evident. His early blank

verse is fashioned on Marlowe's His
nartative poem, Venus and Adonis, is in
part at least inspired by Marlowe’s Hero
and Leander. His Richard il and Richord
il are clearly based on the mode! of
chronicle play provided in Edwar~ "1, Even
in The Merchant of Venice ther  : many
details ot show that Shakespeare wrote
with The Jew of Malta in mind.

& &

WHLIAM SHAKESPEARE was born on of
about the 23, April, 1584 | at Stratford
on Avon, Warwickshire. He was the son
of a prosperous tradesman of the town.
who & little fater became its High Bailif or
Mayor. Though there is no actual regord
of the fact, it is practically cestain that,
like ather Stratford boys of his class

hie went to the local Grammar School, an
excellent institution of jtg kind, where he
was taught Latin and arithmetic. While he
never became & learned man, his few
years at school thus gave him a sound
education as far as it went. Financial
misfortunes presently overtook his fat her,
and when he was about fourteen, he was
taken from school that he might help the

Rasraj
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family by earning money on his own
account. in his 19th year he married Anne
Hathaway, a woman eight vears his

senior the daughter of a well to do
yeoman of the neighbouring village of
Shettery. This marriage was hasty and

il advised, and appears to have been
unhappy. Three children were born to

him Susannah, and the twins, Judith and
Hamnet, Tradition says that meanwhile he
fell into bad company, and that a deer
stealing escapade in the woods of
Cherlecote Hall obliged him to fly from
home. There may or may not be truth in
this story. We cannot tell. It is certain that
a few vears after his marriage roughly,
about 1887 he left his native town to seek
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his fortunes in London. At this time, the
drama was gaining rapidly in popularity
through the work of the University Wits.
Shakespeare soon turned to the stage,
and became first an actor, and the

( though without ceasing to be an actor)
a playwright An ifl-natured reference 1o
him in a pamphlet written by Greene on
his deathbed, shows that in 15682 he was
well known as a succeesful author. He
remained in London upwards of twenty
years after this, working hard, producing
on an average a couple of plays a year,
and growing steadily in fame and wealth.

He became a shareholder in two of the
jeading theatres of the time, the Globe

and the Black-friars, and purchased
property in stratford and London. But the
years which brought prosperity also
prought domestic SOIFOWSs. His only son
died in 1596 : his father in 1607 his
younger brother Edmund, also an actar, in
1607 and his mother in 1608 Then
between 1610 and 1612 he retired (0
Stratford, where he had bought a house-the
fargest in the town known as New.Place His
elder daughter had already (1607) married
Dr. John Hall, who was later celebrated as
a physician, on February 1o 18186, Judith
became tha wife of Thomas Quiney,
whaose father had been one of the poet's

closest friends. By this time Shakespeare’s.

health had broken down completely, and
he died on the 23rd April of that year.
Shakespeare’s biography proves
conclusively that. like Chaucer, he was no
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dreamer, but & practicat man of affairs.
He reached London poor and friendless; .
He left it rich and respected; and his
fortunes were the work of his own hand,

Much light is thus throws not only upon
his personal character. but also upon his
writings, in which great powers of creative
imaginatiop are combined with, and
supporied by, a wonderful feeling for
reality, sound commonsense, and a large
and varied familiarity with the world. of
ihe learning which is shown in his plays,
and about which so much has been '
written it is enough here to say that it is not
the learning of the wrained and accurate
scholar - of a Bacon or a Ben Jonson but
rather the wide miscelianeous knowledge
of many things, which was naturally
accumulated by an extraordinarily
assin.ilative mind during years of contact
with men and books at a time when all
sacial intercourse and all literatuse were
atike saturated with the olassicism of

the Renaissance. Translations gave him
easy access to the treasures of ancient
kiterature; the intellectual atmosphere of
the envivenment in which he lived and
worked was charged with new ideas,

and was immensely stimulating: and
Shakespeare was pre-eminently endowed
with the happy faculty of turning
everything that came to the best possible
account,
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Gharacteristies of Shakespere’s Works

Taken as a whole, Shakespeare'r plays
constitute the greatest single body of work
which any writer has contributed to our
tHterature. Perhaps thelr most safjent
feature is their astonishing variety Other
men have surpassed him at this point and
that; but no one has ever tivalled him in
the range and versatility of his powers. He
was (though not equally) at home in
iragedy and comedy, and his genius took
in innumerable aspects of both: he was
stpreme, not oniy as 2 dramatist but also
as a poet to whom the worlds of high
magination and delicate fancy were

ailike open; and while not himself a very
profound ar very original thinker, he
possessed in a superlative degree the
faculty of digesting thought into
phraseology so memorable and so final
that, as we all know, he is the most often
duoted of all English writers. He was
almost entirely free from dogmatism of
any kind and his tolerance was as
comprehensive as his outlook. in the
vitality of his characterisation in particular
he is unparalleled: no one else has created
50 many men and women whom we
acceqt and treat not as figments of a
poet’s brain, but as absolytely and
completely alive. His uniqve cominand
over the resources of the language must
also he noted: his vocabulary is computed
10 run to some 15,000 words, while that
of Milton contains scarcely more than
half that number. '
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The greatness of Shakeepeare’s work is
apt ta blind critics to his limitations and
deiects, but these must, of course, be .
recognised in any estimate of him, or
otherwise we shall get him out of his
proper focus, Broad as hs was, he was
essentially a man of his time, and white
his plays are remarkable for their general
truth to what is permanent in human .
naiure, still his interpretation of human
nature is that of an age in many respects
very different from our own. He wrote
hurriedly, any signs of hasty and ill
sonsidered production are often apparent:

Designing his plays praperly for the
stage, and anxious to secure thelr success
under the actual conditions of stage he.
was willing at time to sacrify :
consistency of character and the finer
demands of art to the achievement of a
telling theatrical effsct. In his occasional
coarseness he reflects the low taste of the
" arondlings * to whom he had to appeal.”
At places his psychology is hopelessty
crude and unconvincing; his style viclous
his wit forced and peor: his tragic
fanguage bombastic.These and other
faults will be conspicuous to anyone who
reads him in the least critically. But they
are small things afterall in comparison
with those paramount qualities which
have given him the first place among the
world’s dramatists,
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lhe EHizbethan Romantic: Drama|

F

The Elizabethan Romantic Drama @ The
guarter-century or so which toliowed the
produciion of Gorboduc was a peried of
great confusion in the English drama. On
the one hand, thare were scholars who
cherished the ambition of naturalising
the Senecan, or * Classic, * species of
play, of which Sackville and Norton's
tragedy had been an example, and their
efforts were seconded by humanists like

Sir Philip Sidney, who believed that the
only sure way to a really artistic drama
tay through the faithful imitation of
ancient models. On the other hand, the
writers and actors who catered for the
amusement of the miscellanecus
unscholarly public, knowing that

their patrons cared little for the

finet detils of art, and much for

exciting plots and. vigorous action,
rejected altogether the decorous Senecan
p@nVentions and struck out into a variety
i)'f__e;vzpeviment all of them very crude, in 8
type of play which rested upon entirely
differant ideas of construction, These
experiments may be regarded as a natural
elaboration of the dramatic elements of
the older English stage. and as a groping
in the dark after a larger and I
freer art than was possible

under the cramping conditions of the
Senegan style. There was thus a temporary
conflict between the humanists, who stood
tor classical tradition, and sought to
impose it upén the people, and the strong
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nationa! taste of the English public, who
demanded a quite different sort of thing.
In the end, the national taste wiumphed,
and just before Shakespeare began his
career as a playwright the ’ romantic « form
of drama was definitely established.

The establishment of this romantic drama
was the achievement of Shakespeare’s
immediate predecessors a group of
univetsity men who had been trained in
the school of the classics, and had
learned much there about dramatic
workmanship, but who, while profiting
their tessons, discarded their spacial
ptinciples of composition, and instead
carried forward the free tradition of the
popular stage.

Before we turn to their work, however,
we must be sure that we understand, at -
least in a general way, the difference
between the so-called ‘classic” and
wromantic’ type of pley.

Confining our attention to the poinis
which immediately concern us here; we
may epitomise the principles of the
¢lessic drama under their heads @

1) It adhered rigorously to unity of subjset
and tone, and as a result, it kept the
sphetes of tragedy and comedy entirely
separate A tragedy had 1o be a tragedy
from the first to the last, it had to
maintain the proper tragic pitch and avoid
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all suggestion of familiarity, and ne
humorous episode was perimitted in it;
comedy had to be a comedy from the first
10 the last, and no tragic element was
allowed to enter into its composition; 2)
There was little or no dramatic action, the
incidents composing the plot taking place
off the stage, and being reported to the
audience in dialogue and set narrativeg

3) In theory, at all events, the three unities
of time, place and action controlled the
construcrion, by which we mean, in the
briefest possible statement {a) that the
the entire story of a play had to be
confined to a single day, (b) and to &
single scene, and (¢) that it was to be
one single story only, without subplots or
minor episodes of any kind. These
principles were derived, or mors correctly
speaking, were supposed to be derived,
from the praciice of the Attic writers of
tragedy and the teachings of the great
Greek critic Aristotle; but they came into
the modern drama through the plays

of the Latin .. Seneca,

in which they were exhibited in
their severest form. The particular type of
drama which the humanists sought to

satroduce is now clear, and we are also in

& positicn to understand the general
characteristics of the’ opposed type, which'
Shakespeare‘s forerunners established in
its place. for the romantiic, or
Shakespearean drama (i) makes free use
of variety in theme and tone, often’
blending tragic and comic incidents and
characters in the same piece; (2) Whlle ity
of course, employs both action and
narrative in carrying on a plot, it is
essentially a drama of action, nearly |
everything that happens being represented
on the stage; and (3) it repudiates the
three unities (a) allowing the story, on
occasion, to extend over months end even
years! (b} Changing the scene as often as
s neceesary, sometimes from one town or
country to another; and (c) employing
subplots and minor episodes in connection
with its central subject.
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